
ACCIDENTAL DISPOSITION:
WHY STUDENT LAPTOPS 
NEED DURABILITY



Student laptops have a demanding job. Due to their 
portability, they are susceptible to damage from 
all kinds of punishing conditions, whether that’s at 
school, in the home, or in transit. 

Accidents will happen, but there are features worth 
looking for at the purchase point which can lessen 
the risk of damage. While many factors come into 
play when considering a student laptop – such as 
performance, usability, weight and aesthetics – 
durability should be given special consideration. 

Why? Because there’s no tougher business 
demographic that that which can survive the 
schoolyard or the back of a parent’s car boot! 

And it’s for this reason that Acer invests in the 
testing and accreditation of certain laptops to the 
military standard MIL-STD810H. 
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It might come across as an extreme measure 
– especially when ‘military’ conjures images of 
volatile, rugged terrain – but this certification is 
something Acer is serious about. Not only does it 
vindicate the durability of our educational laptops, 
but it gives students a better laptop experience.
 
So, what does it mean? First up, look for the military 
standard label on an Acer device. If it bears this 
label, that means it has been tested and passed to 
meet the standard: MIL-STD 810H. 

For example, the Acer TravelMate B311 (a 
popular choice for primary school students) 
and the TravelMate Spin P414 (well-suited to 
secondary school students) both have this military 
certification.

Let’s unpack what that accreditation involves. We’ll 
start with the drop test. This is probably the most 
significant of the tests when it comes to student 
laptop use because it means these laptops can 
take a decent knock or shock – common events in a 
student environment.

In the drop test, devices are dropped 26 times from 
a height of 122cm onto each corner, side, and panel 
onto a 5cm thick surface of plywood. Devices are 
then inspected for any damage after each drop and 
must be workable to meet accreditation. 

They are also subjected to vibrational testing to 
ensure they can ensure transportation and handling 
(such as being in a student’s backpack as they ride 
their bike to school, or at the back of the bus). 

Devices are tested against rain exposure – this 
involves subjecting them to water sprays from 
specified heights – as well as high and low 
temperatures. They can perform across a range 
of temperatures from -32 degrees to 49 degrees 
Celsius for over 8 hours. 



Register your interest to receive an evaluation unit for TravelMate Spin B3 for your school.

SIGN UP

ACCIDENTAL DISPOSITION: 
WHY STUDENT LAPTOPS NEED DURABILITY

Additionally, they are checked against humidity 
levels, and can handle cycles of humidity ranging 
from 58% to 88% over a period of 24 hours.

In combination, all that testing makes for some 
hardy laptops. And while it costs more for Acer 
to put laptops through this accreditation, we do 
it because we genuinely care about how well our 
laptops perform in the hands of students. 

We also know how much of a headache it can be in 
cases where student laptops are broken or damaged. 
Anyway, if you’d like help, Acer is more than happy 
to advise on which laptops in the educational range 
might be suitable for you. Send us an email on: 
education.aca@acer.com

https://form.jotform.com/211947471611859
mailto:education.aca%40acer.com?subject=Acer%20Blog.%20Accidental%20disposition.

