
Quick response from hibernation 
or sleep was the time saver one 
Western Australia senior college 
was looking for.

Russell King knew he had a unique set of 
circumstances to deal with when selecting 197 
computer systems for students under the National 
Secondary School Computer Fund (NSSCF). 
“A full sized laptop was going to take about two 
thirds of the desk and leave minimal room for 
other activities,” says the computer teacher and 
ICT Coordinator for Manea Senior College 200km 
south of Perth. “The Acer Aspire One 753 only took 
up a fraction of desk space and that was a major 
point.”

What’s more, Mr King realised that when compared 
to its nearest competitor, the Aspire One 753 
offered much more bang for his buck.  “Another 
netbook we looked at was much the same size, 
but the specifications weren’t nearly as good. The 
Acer was more like a mini laptop as far as the size 
of the processor and the amount of RAM we could 
put in it. It was a much better return for the money 
we spent.”

The other big plus Mr King knew made the Aspire 
One 753 perfect for Manea’s year 11 and 12 
students was the robustness and longevity of the 
device, factors Acer has worked hard to build into 
a netbook of its size and class. Mr King describes 
the results he saw firsthand. “I used one in my own 

time over the term break. I was really impressed 
with the quality, the size of the keys and especially 
the battery life. We’re getting the continuous use 
out of the battery we need for a school day, which 
is critical.”

But the most critical factor was the area where 
Acer netbooks have excelled. The last thing 
anyone needs in the rushed, busy school day is 
to sit around waiting for devices to come to life. 
“Once they’ve been started up and got themselves 
running you put the lid down and walk away but 
when you come back and open the unit up it’s 
back to where it was in just 15 seconds. It’s a great 
mix thanks to Acer and the Intel hardware in the 
device.”

The real test

Of course the real proof is in the pudding – Manea 
Senior College might have the most suitable 
computers of any school for their needs, but are 
they making an impact where it counts? “The 
students are absolutely engaged with them,” Mr 
King reports. “They’re using them all the time, 
especially in their own time – which is a major 
indication that they’re happy with them. It’s working 
beautifully.”

Manea rolled devices out to its year 12 students 
to begin with, conscious of the fact that – as those 
heading towards the end of their schooling and 
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university or careers – having the flexibility needed 
to work was paramount. “In their study time they 
can be in the study areas with their own personal 
Internet connection sitting in front of them. They 
don’t need to be taking up the resources other 
classes are using and it makes everybody’s time a 
lot more productive.”

Even better for the school, explains Acer’s WA 
Business Development Manager, Julia Sinton, 
Manea got the best deal out of the pricing structure 
of the NSSCF. “Russell and the IT team at Manea 
thought about other solutions but many of them 
were simply too much money,” Miss Sinton says. 
“The rules were that they had to spend no more 
than $1,000 per device, so even if they found a 

machine for $500 they couldn’t buy twice as many. 
That enabled us to increase the memory and offer 
an extended warranty of three years on the Aspire 
One 753.”

“I’ve played with other systems and some of them 
were good, but many are way out of the price 
range we have to look at,” Mr King adds.
Better yet, the students’ enthusiasm has rubbed 
off on their teachers, often the most digitally 
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“Staff have taken to them as well, and we’re 
now looking at developing strategies for more 
use by teachers in the classroom.” – Russell 
King, computer teacher and ICT Coordinator, 
Manea Senior College.



challenged people in the school community. “Staff 
have taken to them as well and we’re now looking 
at developing strategies for more use by teachers 
in the classroom,” Mr King says, “building on what 
they’re happy to do with them and not try to push 
things they don’t want to do.”

“It was a choice between the Acer Aspire One and 
a competing netbook and when we compared the 
two there was ultimately no question that the Acer 
was a better product for what we needed.”

Support where it counts

“Their pre-sales service was excellent, and their 
after sales service seems pretty good but to be 
honest the systems have been so good we haven’t 
needed it,” laughs Mr King when asked about how 
attentive supplier JH Computer Services has been 
since the purchase.

Karl Daybell, Manea Senior College Account 
Manager at JH, agrees, confirming he didn’t expect 
any problems. “For the money, the Aspire One 753 
gives you a much better result in performance per 
dollar, so while there are higher powered devices 
around, Manea’s IT team staff agreed with us that 
they should give it a go. They saw it, tested it and 
were more than happy with the performance.” 

The agreement also includes a number of spares 
units in case of faults or problems – the faulty 
unit is simply sent back to JH Computer Services 
and a replacement device is deployed in its place 
immediately, keeping downtime for the student to 
a minimum. Tellingly, none of the spares have been 
used yet.

If you read the technology press, other devices 
are overtaking netbooks in popularity. So why are 

they still a good proposition, especially for the 
three years of the supply contract? JH Computer 
Services’ Account Manager Karl Daybell explains 
the suitability of the Aspire One 753. “Many of 
the other tools and solutions out there make 
good accompanying devices but they’re not that 
functional for real world document management 
scenarios, network connectivity and applications 
like Microsoft Office and OneNote.”

About Manea Senior College

A young and dynamic learning environment, since 
2009 Manea Senior College has provided year 
11 and 12 students with a unique opportunity. 
Located between Edith Cowan University’s (ECU) 
Bunbury campus and South West Institute Of 
Technology, the school’s efforts are centered 
completely on university or vocational pathways 
with specialist programs appropriate to the ages of 
senior high school students.
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Because the school caters only to years 11 and 12, it gives the staff the opportunity to treat and respond to 
students as young adults. The atmosphere of trust encourages every student to feel responsible for his or her 
learning with motivation and self respect.

The Acer Aspire One 753

“We created the Aspire One 753 to cater to just the sort of environment we’ve found in Western Australia’s 
schools,” says Julia Sinton, Acer’s Business Development Manager for WA. “It’s been one of our best sellers 
and certainly one of the most popular models selected by schools under the NSSCF.”
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