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Case Study At the University Academy Keighley in West Yorkshire, Mark Turvey, 
Head of Strategy for Data, E-Learning and Marketing for the school, 
approached the Governing Body with the idea to use Google 
Chromebooks as a learning tool for students.

After a thorough evaluation process, which also included the students, 
the Acer Chromebook 13 CB5-311 was collectively selected for its 
versatility, ease of use and the exceptional battery life. 

The device is highly cost-effective and demands minimal setup time. 
With up to 13 hours of battery power, the Chromebook 13 can last 
longer than a whole school day on a single charge.

“We got together and talked about our options,” said Mark. “Based on 
the research that we did, the best option was to go with the 
Acer Chromebook 13. We looked at various models and eventually 
decided that providing a Chromebook to every learner and teacher 
would be the best way to impact the student experience.”

Since the rollout of the devices, both staff and students have felt big 
changes in the school’s culture and ethos.

The Governing Body showed enthusiasm for Mark’s vision, and threw 
their full support behind the rollout of Chromebooks in the school. It 
was important that parents knew exactly what the rollout entailed, so 



introductory sessions were set up to introduce the idea, explain the 
motivation behind it, and to talk to parents about the opportunities 
this initiative could offer their children. 

Feedback from parents on the project has so far been very positive. 
They are delighted to see this level of investment in their children’s 
futures.
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The idea of taking a more ‘one-to-one’ approach to teaching using 
the Chromebooks has marked a significant cultural shift in the way 
the school operates. 

Managing this change was as important as the rollout itself, in 
order to ensure staff were confident, comfortable and capable 
enough to be able to use the devices in the classroom to their full 
potential.

To make sure the rollout went as smoothly as possible, the 
school adopted a ‘little but often’ approach to training staff. The 
familiarisation process began in September 2014, at the start of 
the school year, and gradually built towards a ‘go-live’ date in April 
2015. 

Once staff had attained technical proficiency with the 
Chromebooks, they could focus on how to use them to impact their 
students’ learning and get the most out of the technology.

“By adopting this new initiative with Google and the Acer 
Chromebooks, it has been a perfect vehicle to start delivering 
the next stage of learning,” said Linda Walsgrove, Principal at the 
Academy. 
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The biggest benefit according to teachers has been the way students 
are embracing a more independent style of learning. 

Rather than relying solely on paper-based resources within the 
confines of the classroom, students are now taking the initiative 
to do their own research in their own time, to finish homework 
and pursue avenues of learning they might not have discovered 
otherwise. 

Using specialised online resources to learn independently and do 
their own research, the children are truly taking ownership of their 
learning.

“It gives them access to all the best resources, allows them to 
collaborate, work together, and it really allows them to extend their 
learning outside of the classroom,” said Chris Dring, Citizenship 
teacher.

Staff have remarked that the Acer Chromebooks vastly increase the 
pace of learning. Tasks can be managed more quickly and efficiently, 
and teachers are able to focus more on each individual student’s 
needs. The devices also allow for more collaboration; teachers 
can easily get small groups of students collaborating on a single 
document in real-time using Google Docs.

“The aim of the school is to become an outstanding school, and 
we see the ICT system of the school as the bedrock of outstanding 
teaching and learning,” added Mark.

Another integral part of the project was to set up ‘Google 
Champions’, a group of staff who would lead the learning process 
for their colleagues. There is now also a student Google Champion 
group, who lead their peers’ learning using the Chromebooks. This 
has made students aware of their leadership role within the school, 
and their responsibility to be better learners not only for themselves 
but for their peers.

The staff at Keighley feel that, as educators, they have a moral 
duty to provide the best possible resources for their students. By 
choosing the Chromebook 13, the school is showing a level of trust 
in its students, to be responsible for their devices and to have access 
to all the learning resources at their disposal.

“It makes us feel really proud to see the students engaged in their 
learning,” added Mark. “The reason I got into education was to 
have that impact on students, on their learning and on their lives. 
To see that happening in front of me every day is a really satisfying 
experience.”


